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5 CLAIMS: 

1 . An apparatus for managing clinical studies to facilitate the tracking of the studies 
by personnel involved in the study, such as managers and coordinators, wherever they are 
located, as well as placing orders, and receiving financial information, comprising 
processor means for processing information, data storage means for storing data which is 

1 0 associated with the processor means, software for providing instructions to control the 
processor means, and a communications link for permitting from a location remote from 
the data storage means one or the other or both of access to information stored in the data 
storage means and retrieval of information stored on the data storage means, wherein the 
apparatus further comprises discrimination means for discriminating between users who 

1 5 have been assigned different levels of access. 

2. A method for managing clinical studies to facilitate the tracking of the studies by 
personnel involved in the study, such as managers and coordinators, wherever they are 
located, as well as placing orders and receiving financial information, comprising the 
steps of processing with processor means for processing data stored in a data storage 

5 means for storing data which is associated with the processor means, and providing 
software for providing instructions to control the processor means, and exchanging 
information through a communications link and monitoring the status of one or more 
steps of a clinical study. 
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3. A system for managing clinical studies, comprising assigning a project 
management task as one of a component task and work order based task, tracking the 
status of the task through completion of the task, storing information about the task on a 
data storage device, providing access means for users to access the data stored on the data 

5 storage device to display information about the task. 

4. A method for managing clinical trial studies, comprising the steps of: providing a 
processor, providing software to control the processor so that a plurality of users may 
collaborate on the same document, collaborating on a document including reviewing and 
annotating the document with the user's comments, tracking the status of the document 

5 by associating the collaboration status with the project status. 

5. A method for managing clinical trial studies comprising the steps of storing 
information associated with clinical study documentation, providing a real-time status of 
clinical trial study documentation for a plurality of users accessing the information, 
where a change to the documentation by an authorized user is made available to one or 

5 more other authorized users, the method including maintaining the progress status for 
tasks relating to the clinical trial study documentation. 
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